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Dear readers


Here is your June HadMag, full of interesting info and news about 
your thriving village. We are all looking forward to our big day, 
the village fete! Please bake a cake for the famous and delicious 
tearoom in the village hall. Please keep sending your magazine 
contributions, interesting stories and news - and photos! Please 
also submit cover images, we have many talented artists and 
photographers in the village, don’t be shy. If you can, pdf files 
preferred.


Contacts for the magazine 
Editor and Distribution:	 Sonia Villiers	 Tel 07890509160	
Please send items for the Mag to  soniavilliers@icloud.com  
Accounts and Advertising	  Tim Boyden 	 Tel 892746	
t.k.boyden@btinternet.com 
THE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE May MAGAZINE IS: 
FRIDAY 19th June 2026 
-- Disclaimer: 
The views expressed in this magazine are submitted by readers and are not necessarily the 
views of the Editor or the Hadstock Parochial Church Council (PCC), and they cannot accept 
responsibility for goods or services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are 

accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves the right to edit or exclude letters and articles that 

are submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted. 

J U N E  E D I T O R ' S  N O T E

This issue carries updates from two of our favourite regulars — news from the 
fete committee on what always proves to be a highlight of the summer, and the 
latest from Sustainable Hadstock whose work continues to make a real 
difference. Alongside them, we are delighted to welcome Hadstock Performing 
and Creative Arts Society as a new regular feature, and this month’s centre 
spread. 

mailto:t.k.boyden@btinternet.com
mailto:rev.romeyposton@gmail.com


Time to stop
When I was a child my mother took me to see the musical, ’ Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers’.  It was a film she loved, but I was a different generation and it seemed so 
old-fashioned, the dancing seemed too exaggerated, too frenetic to me, there was
little that seemed natural.  However, the bit I recall most was when the sisters were
in their bedroom singing about wanting to be a June bride.  (They did so, as I 
remember, wearing long pantaloons and frilly white bodices – it was all rather
puzzling to my childhood self!)   However, I did take away the message that June
was a popular month for a wedding.
It was years later that I discovered that Juno, for whom the month is named, was the
Roman goddess of Marriage and childbirth.  It appears June has been associated 
with weddings through the ages, from the Romans on down.  In the UK today 
websites recommend June weddings because, statistically, there is less rain in June
than in other months (although, the number of matches rained off at Wimbledon
would seem to contradict that!).
Either way, June is officially the beginning of Summer, between the showers, it is 
sunny, the world is wonderfully green, the roses are out, and the birds are singing 
their hearts out.  The longest day of the year, the summer solstice is on June 21st  

and it’s that, astrologically, which marks the beginning of Summer.  The promise of
long evenings ahead, and, of course, our own wonderful Fete, it’s no wonder that we
want to get out and ‘do’.
However, the other thing I learnt recently is that ‘solstice’ is a combination of the 
Latin words sol for ‘sun’ and stitium for ‘standing’.  At the Summer solstice,  the Sun
reaches its highest and northernmost points in the sky, and Earth’s North Pole tilts
directly toward the Sun. In fact, the Sun’s path appears to stop before reversing
direction. (In late December, the Sun appears to stand still again, when we
experience the winter solstice—the shortest day.)
Of course, we want to get out and have a good time, but perhaps the Sun has 
something to teach us, it appears to celebrate its high point by standing still.  “What 
is this world if full of care?  We have no time to stand and stare”,  says the poem we 
learn at school.  I think it’s no coincidence that Summer seemed to be endless when 
we were little.  For when we were little, we would stop and look closely at the grass, 
we would search the clover to see if any had four leaves for luck, we had time to stop 
and drink in the magic of the world around us.  June is a good time for socialising, it’s 
a good time for weddings, but it’s also a good time to stop, look and listen, and drink
in the beauty all around us.  Perhaps, by stopping, we might even hear a still small
voice talking to us in love.
Summer blessings to you all,     Revd. Romey Poston

Romey Poston is our vicar for Saffron Walden and 
Villages Team, part of the Diocese of Chelmsford 
Her email address is rev.romeyposton@gmail.com and phone 
no. 07565 171582 



SERVICES AT ST BOTOLPH’S JUNE 2026 

Sunday services this month at 9.00am .  

Sunday 7th June    Communion 
9.00am      Led by Romey Poston 

Sunday 14th June   No Service in St Botolph’s 

Sunday 21st June   Home Team Service 
9.00am     Led by Janice and Rob 

Sunday 28th June   No Service in St Botolph’s 
      
  

Morning Prayer takes place in the church each Tuesday at 8.30 am. 
The church is open every day between 9.00am and 4.00pm for 
private prayer.  

https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/hadstock-village-fetes-silent-auction 

The website is accessible via this QR Code:                                           

BIDDING STARTS ON THE 1  OF JUNE ON THE AUCTION WEBSITE:ST

HADSTOCK FÊTE - JUNE 20thHADSTOCK FÊTE - JUNE 20th
ONLINE AUCTION OPENS JUNE 1stONLINE AUCTION OPENS JUNE 1st

HADSTOCK FÊTE - JUNE 20th
ONLINE AUCTION OPENS JUNE 1st

HERE IS A TASTE OF OUR GENEROUSLY DONATED LOTS

• Spa Day for 2 • Morzine Apartment Stay 
• Tennis Coaching with a Wimbledon Star

 • Munich City Apartment Stay • Vintage Port
• Official Arsenal Training Ball

 • Guided Paddleboarding Tour for 2   
• Newmarket Tour for 2 • Gardening Session 

 • Goose Wine Bar Tasting Flight for 2
 • Meal Voucher for 4 at The Crown, Linton

 • Painting Lesson with Sonia Villiers
 • S&R Chimney Sweep • Nethergate Brewery Tour

 • Personal Training Session with Mike Mayhew
 • Northampton Saints Tickets • MOT at McKenzie &

Haywards Garage 

GET READY TO BID ON THESE FANTASTIC EXPERIENCES, TREATS AND
EXCLUSIVE PRIZES — ALL WHILE SUPPORTING OUR CHURCH AND VILLAGE HALL!



Hadstock - News, - Events, - Happenings, Reports 
Hadstock Village Hall 100 Club  
May winners 


11. Ian Jennings £25.00


64. Lou Symes-Thompson £25.00





ASHDON PRIMARY SCHOOL - Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HB - School Office - 01799 
584219 - Website www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk.  Ashdon Primary School is the 
catchment school for Hadstock Village with Essex County Council, currently, 
providing free transport for those children living in Hadstock to attend the 
school.   
The school also has a before- and after-school childcare provision from 8am 
in the morning and until 5:30pm in the evening. 
Visits to the school from Parents and prospective pupils are welcomed 
Ashdon School Head: Ms Reynecke-Reybould


EVENTS, ACTIVITIES and Fun in 2026



BIN COLLECTIONS – Weds  10th and  24th June for Black &Brown bins and 
Weds 3rd and 17th of June for Green & Brown bins. 




Hadstock Parish Council  
Contact the Parish Clerk Sara Beckett:- Tel:07841343413 
hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk for agenda details which are also sent 
out on Hadstock Info and put on the Village notice board by the old shop. 
Annual Parish Meeting Friday 24th April 18.30, ordinary meeting Thursday 
30th April 19.45 , both in the village hall. Details of the agenda are also 
published on the Parish Council section of the village website which is:-
www.hadstock.org.uk


http://www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk/
mailto:hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.hadstock.org.uk


Hadstock Village !Gets Together"#at Pub Nights, the last Friday each 
month 6.00-11.00pm at the Village Hall with a bar, crisps, nibbles and 
sometimes a food truck (watch Hadstock info for details)  
Card machine available for payments (or cash)  

It"s a chance to meet up with your neighbours and friends! 

Next one is on Friday 	26th June 6.00 !til 11.00pm bar open as usual.  
Garden available, to use and we Welcome dogs on leads into the 
garden. (Please bring your own bags to clear up after your dog and 
remember to take any bags home with you to dispose of - as there are 
no refuse collections from the hall). Look forward to seeing you with 
your poochy friends.    See you there!   Woof Woof

Art Classes in Hadstock for adults on Tuesday mornings and Friday 
mornings and afternoons in term time; Sundays once a month, and 

children"s"#after-school art during term time on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
summer holiday children’s art camp July 23rd - 31st, a few spaces left!  
Contact soniavilliers@icloud.com


Hadstock Silver Band meets on Tuesday evenings at the Village Hall for 
practice. Contact: John Organ (Chairman) on 07801 072836 
HadstockSilverBand@gmail.com




Hadstock Society – Community, History and Heritage. 
Secretary: Maggie Hartley at hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk




Hadstock Village Hall see Ad in this magazine for how to hire it. And the 
video on the Hadstock Village website – www.hadstock.org.uk -Village 
Hall Hadstock




mailto:hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk


Bell Ringing practice at St Botolph"s is Thursdays. Contact: Gilbert 
Rowlandson 01223 892882 or Janice Snell 01223 892338 –Listen out







CLOSE BY Linton Area Learning Alliance (LALA) meets on Tuesday 
mornings in the Village Hall in Linton. Autumn and Spring terms. 
Contact Sue Mudge 01223 892737

Linton and District Historical Soc.  Meets Tuesday evenings Linton 
Village Hall. Monthly. Contact Margaret Creek 01223 893915  



HADSTOCK FÊTEHADSTOCK FÊTE  
SATURDAY 20SATURDAY 20  JUNE JUNETHTH

2.00-5.00pm2.00-5.00pm

HADSTOCK FÊTE 
SATURDAY 20  JUNETH

2.00-5.00pm

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP?

Please volunteer for a few hours to help us with
games or tea if you are able to.

A REMINDER

Do you Have anything you’d like to donate
to the fete?

BOOKS
OFFERS FOR THE AUCTION
CHILDREN’S TOYS AND TEDDIES
PLANTS FOR THE PLANT STALL (on the
day please)
BOTTLES AND TOMBOLA PRIZES
QUALITY BRIC-A-BRAC (no furniture or
electrical items please)
CAKES AND PRODUCE

All these things can be left in Hadstock Hall
Barn from Saturday 6th June. The barn will be
open between 5-7pm on weekday evenings and

on Saturday mornings, 9am-1pm. 
If you would like us to collect your donation,

please contact: 
Lou (07806 557654), Lynne (07707 766197). 

Follow us on Facebook
 https://www.facebook.com/hadstockvillagefete

PLENTY TO DO FOR ALL THE FAMILY



On Wednesday 13th May, Dr Richard Dolby gave a talk and presentation, in the village
hall  entitled


           ‘Changes in Hadstock housing and population over the last 250 Years’ 

This very interesting event was really well attended and very much enjoyed by those
present.  



Echoes of the 
Spanish Baroque 

The Lowe Ensemble 
Five siblings with Spanish and British heritage, 

play 17th and 18th century European instrumental and 
vocal music with a Spanish influence. 

at Holy Trinity Church, Hildersham, CB21 6BZ 

on Sunday 28th June at 7.30pm 

Tickets - £15 - including refreshments 
from Eventbrite - https://tinyurl.com/3nyxrsca  
or at the door 
Contact: Athene Hunt - huntcam2015@gmail.com 

In support of the Friends of Hildersham Church 
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Holy Trinity, Hildersham: Registered Charity - 1153435 



Dear Sir/Madam,

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)

Temporary Traffic Regulation Order of Church Path, Hadstock

Please click on the following link https://one.network/?
tm=GB149111478 to find details of the intended closure of Church 
Path, due to commence on 9th June 2026 for 3 days. The closure 
is required for the safety of the public and workforce while 
AFFINITY WATER LIMITED undertakes frame and cover 
replacement works.

Regards,

Essex Streetworks Team

Highways

Ringway Jacobs | Essex County Council

3rd Floor, Seax House, Market Road, Chelmsford, CM1 1QH

Website: www.essex.gov.uk/highways

 

Have you seen one.network for road works on the Essex Network?

Contact us


Click here if you no longer wish to receive this email alert $

https://one.network/?tm=GB149111478
https://one.network/?tm=GB149111478
https://www.essex.gov.uk/highways
https://one.network/
mailto:ttro@essexhighways.org
https://one.network/unsubscribe?id=2,595,795


N E W  R E G U L A R  F E A T U R E 


HPCAS grew from sell-out Christmas panto performances and a cast, crew and 
wider membership that wanted to build from that foundation. We have set up 
as a dynamic voluntary organisation, built a 2026 programme and are now 
asking the local community to help shape what comes next.


All welcome

There are lots of ways to get involved. No experience, special equipment, lots 
of time or skills needed — just curiosity and enthusiasm.


 Performance. Creativity. Community.

Perform Are you a hidden talent? Actor, comedian, dancer, singer or 
musician, for example? Whether you seek a supporting / leading 
role or just more details, we would love to hear from you.

Create Could you help behind the scenes, with costumes, scenery, 
props, lighting, music, photography, social media or scripts?

Support Would you like to be a member, propose ideas, 

volunteer at, or attend events?

Tell us What would you most like to see HPCAS put on?

Updates Can we add you to our mailing list?

Scan to answer one or more of these questions, 


to shape our future, or to reserve tickets.

Everyone is welcome. Our membership is free.

And if cost is ever a barrier, please contact us in confidence.




What's on in 2026


Sat

20

June

2pm-5pm

  Children’s Puppet Show – “The Gruffalo”

  In the “Pimms’ Garden,” up along Church Lane

  3 shows at The Annual Fete - Times to be confirmed on the day 

 Free

Fri

26

June

7.30pm-11pm

  Pop-up Pub Night.  Last Friday of the month, in the Village Hall.

  6.30pm - 7.30pm, Matt hosts: “Our Local Nature Activities”                

  Thereafter: If you have any HPCAS questions? 

   Simply ask the bar staff to introduce you to a HPCAS rep. 

Free

Fri

31

July

6.30pm-7.30p
m

/11pm

  HPCAS Annual General Meeting 

  Village Hall pop-up pub. 

  All welcome, to hear about how plans to fundraise for 
professional

  lighting have progressed, and maybe stay for a drink afterwards.     

 Free 

Sat

15

August

7pm-9pm

  Macbeth by The Whole Pack Theatre Co. 

 “Shakespeare meets folk horror”

  At St Botolph’s Church 

  Professional all-female cast. 

Tickets available via Eventbrite

 Sat

31

October

  Halloween Murder Mystery.   

  Village Hall. Details to follow (probably 7.30pm with catering).

Reserve your Seats via HPCAS

Dec

TBC


  Christmas Special.   

  Village Hall. Details to follow.

Contact us: 
 

hpcasinfo@gmail.com / 07899 266531




Audiology Hse (Cambridge)15 Woolards 

Lane Gt Shelford, Cambs CB22 5LZ 

Tel 01223 661399 Mob 07734 411433 

sarah@ angliahearing.co.uk 

www.angliahearing.co.uk 

♦ Large main hall with stage ♦ Seating for 80 people

♦ Committee Room ♦ Large well-equipped kitchen

♦ Large partly covered patio area with
outdoor furniture for 40 people 

♦ Pretty enclosed garden ♦ Ample parking

For further details and a video of the facilities visit our website:

www.hadstock.org.uk

To book the hall email: Bookings@hadstockvh.org

Have you considered hiring 
The Village Hall?

http://www.hadstock.org.uk/


Hadstock Annual Parish Meeting 2026 


Hadstock’s Annual Parish Meeting took place on Friday 24 April 2026 in the Village Hall, held 
alongside the Village Pub Night. The combined event created a warm, wellattended evening 
where residents could hear updates, ask questions, and share ideas. Cllr David Johnson 
chaired the meeting, with humour and knowledge of council affairs


Cllr Johnson opened with an overview of past work, ongoing challenges, and priorities for 
the year ahead. Transparency, accountability, and resident involvement remain central to 
how the Council operates, and residents were encouraged to consider joining especially as 
there is a councillor vacancy and having the full compliment of councillors makes a huge 
difference.


Highways issues continue to dominate village concerns. The dangerous Walden/Linton/
Bartlow junction remains a recognised highrisk location due to accidents and the nature of 
our roads. Speeding through the village, despite the 30mph limit, and difficulties caused by 
large vehicles mounting pavements were also highlighted. 
Walden Road’s drainage failures, collapsing sections, and verge damage remain unresolved, 
while Linton Road potholes, and flooding add to the maintenance pressures. 
The Council continues to press Essex Highways for action, explore vehicleactivated signs, and 
support community speedwatch volunteers.


The Council reviewed a wide range of planning applications over the year. Objective 
objections were submitted to major developments at the Coal Shed site and the Stansted 
Airport expansion due to environmental and traffic concerns. 
The Council supported the heritagesensitive conversion of the Control Tower on Bowsers 
Lane, ensuring conditions were in place to protect its character. 
Work continues to improve how planning information is shared with residents, including 
routine tree and household applications.


The Recreation Ground saw significant investment this year. 
New play equipment was installed and warmly welcomed by families. Annual safety 
inspections led to prompt repairs, and new benches and a reinstated memorial plaque have 
improved comfort and celebrated local heritage. Free remedial work on the climbing tower 
saved the parish additional costs.


Sustainable Hadstock’s volunteer groups continue to make a real difference. 
The Biodiversity Group has enhanced local habitats and supported wildlife, while the 
Pathways Team has been mapping and improving public rights of way to ensure better 
access for all. Work also continues on a new village information board and signage, 
supported by grants and dedicated volunteers.




The Council reaffirmed its commitment to good governance and clear communication. 
New official email addresses for councillors and the Clerk have improved accessibility. 
The 2024/25 audit was completed without comments, demonstrating strong financial
management. 
The parish precept for 2026/27 is £16,627, a small increase of £3.86 for a Band D property.
Updates on finances and Council work continue to be shared through the village magazine
and website.


Priorities for the coming year include tackling highways issues, completing village signage
projects, and further enhancing the Recreation Ground. 
Residents were encouraged to use the Annual Parish Meeting — and the Open Forum — to
raise concerns, ask questions, and help shape the future of the village.


Thanks were extended to councillors, their families, the Clerk, volunteers, and all residents
who contribute to village life. With one vacancy open, the Council warmly invites anyone
interested to get involved.


Essex County Councillor Martin Foley explained his work in assisting the parish and fielded a
number of concerns


Des Ashton from the Saffron Walden Food Bank gave an insight into the valuable work
undertaken there, talking about how they provide emergency food and practical support to
people in their hardest moments. They also work with partners and local communities to 
ensure everyone gets the right help long before they need a food bank


The Uttlesford Big Green Festival 5 - 14 June 2026

A week of major and local events and activities to celebrate:  Community climate 
action, Nature recovery and biodiversity, Sustainable living, Active travel and clean 
energy 

From workshops and talks to green fairs, exhibitions, repair cafés, family activities, 
nature walks, and more…

The Sustainable Hadstock team is directly contributing to three of the events:

• Ian Jennings on a panel at ‘Looking Back and Legacy’ on the 5 June

• Peter Jarritt presenting at ‘Cut Energy Bills: Go Green’ on the 13 June

• Our Nature group are helping run a ‘Family Nature Day’ at West Wood,
Thaxted, with Essex Wildlife Trust on the 14 June.

See the posters for more information.

Please join in across the Events - there is something for everyone!

More information on ALL the events: www.uttlesford.gov.uk/greenfestival







Hadstock Pub and Social Evenings
Last Friday of the month (except December)

Hadstock, Village Hall, Church Path, Hadstock CB21 4PH  6.00 pm to 11.00
pm

Nethergate Ales, non-alcoholic and soft drinks, food delivered, talks and 
presentations – see our regular adverts on Facebook and Hadstockinfo for details.

Catch up with friends and family or celebrate your special occasion.
Well behaved dogs allowed in the garden

All welcome
Contact Derek Bushell (07971 413355) for further information.



Painted with Parish Council
 funds, a beautiful r enovation 

of our phonebox containing
 the very important life-saving 

Defi brillator and completed 
with library books



My summer art course is full apart 
from a few spaces on Friday 31st July 
for print-making, etching, lino-cut and 
swimming! £46 per day, 10-4pm

For more details email 
soniavilliers@icloud.com



Unit 103, The EpiCentre, 
Enterprise Way, Haverhill, 

Cambridge, CB9 7LR



Dear villagers

I have been running Hadstock info for the last 
seven years and have decided it is time to pass it 
on to someone new. The job is not onerous and it 
is a much-appreciated village communication 
tool. 

If you are able and willing to take it on, please get 
in touch and I can give you all the details.

Many thanks

Dear Hadstocians 

I have been running the Bring and Share Harvest lunch/supper for maybe 18 

years now. I have been carrying on a tradition from John Crawley, who used 

to  provide a lunch for all the farmworkers and their families. 

Numbers have been dwindling, so it is time for someone younger to take 

over. 

When my children were young, all the young families used to come! 

But now, only people of a certain age are joining in the fun. 

It doesn’t take much work, just co-ordinating what everyone brings 

and the food is always topnotch; it doesn’t have to be Bring and Share, or 

religious; you could get takeaway or Cook! Or a barbecue!! 

It would be a shame to lose this annual community event, which brings 

people together; we even plate up a portion to deliver to the elderly who 

can’t get out. 

We already have a date, Sunday 4th October 2026 so please Save The Date! 

Sonia  





 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   PageSizes
        
     Action: Make all pages the same size
     Scale: No scaling (crop or pad)
     Rotate: Never
     Size: 5.827 x 8.268 inches / 148.0 x 210.0 mm
      

        
     0
            
       D:20260530114320
       595.2756
       a5
       Blank
       419.5276
          

     Tall
     1
     0
     1027
     245
    
     qi3alphabase[QI 3.0/QHI 3.0 alpha]
     None
     None
            
                
         2
         AllDoc
         5
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0k
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

        
     15
     24
     23
     24
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



