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Dear readers


Here is your August HadMag, full of interesting info and news 
about your thriving village. Please keep sending your magazine 
contributions, interesting stories and news - and photos! Please 
also submit cover images, we have many talented artists and 
photographers in the village, don’t be shy. If you can, pdf files 
preferred.


 
Contacts for the magazine  
Editor and Distribution:	 Sonia Villiers	 Tel 07890509160	 
Please send items for the Mag to  soniavilliers@icloud.com 
Accounts and Advertising	  Tim Boyden 	 Tel 892746	  
t.k.boyden@btinternet.com 
THE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE August MAGAZINE IS:  
FRIDAY 19th August 2026 
-- Disclaimer: 
The views expressed in this magazine are submitted by readers and are not necessarily the 
views of the Editor or the Hadstock Parochial Church Council (PCC), and they cannot accept 
responsibility for goods or services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are 

accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves the right to edit or exclude letters and articles that 

are submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted. 
 




Romey Poston is our vicar for Saffron Walden and 
Villages Team, part of the Diocese of Chelmsford 
Her email address is rev.romeyposton@gmail.com and phone 
no. 07565 171582 

mailto:t.k.boyden@btinternet.com
mailto:rev.romeyposton@gmail.com


Buckets, spades and flip-flops
What images spring to mind when you think of the Summer Holidays?  I suppose 
we all conjure images that reflect the summers of our childhood.  For me, it’s ye 
olde bucket and spade, a beach towel and flip-flops.  
What seems so precious, looking back, is just how inconsequential the time was.  
We would rush, (well no, we didn’t rush, I think my mother had a nightmare of a 
time getting us all organised) to go to the beach.  I’d spend the day building 
sandcastles.  I loved it, patting and moulding sand into shape trying to make 
conically-topped towers that would inevitably collapse, and moats whose sides fell 
in.  And then the tide would come in at the end of the day and wash the whole thing 
away.  I didn’t really mind, it was all the better for starting afresh the next day.
As for flip-flops – they were certainly part of the soundtrack of our summers – that 
funny slapping noise they make as you walk along, flip . . . flop . . . flip . . . flop . . . 
accompanied by the sound of children’s laughter, and perhaps the splashes of a 
swimming pool or the rolling breakers of the sea –bottle it as the sound of being on 
holiday.  But I was never really a fan, give me plimsolls anytime.  That thong 
between the toes was always too big for my feet and rubbed and hurt.  You 
couldn’t run in them.  I tried; the flip-flops stayed where they were, leaving me 
limping on across the stoney ground.  If I walked through the dunes or in a field, 
spikey grass would pierce my feet like spears….. whoever thought these were a 
good idea?
And yet, flip-flops and sandcastles have important lessons for me in my adult 
years, and not just for the holidays.  There can be no monumental ambition when 
you build a sandcastle, however beautiful you try to make it, people will kick it over, 
the sea will come in, and it will be gone, as if it’s never been there.  
I treasure what I learnt about impermanence during those summers, mankind likes 
to make monuments, but nature needs us to move on.  
As for flip-flops and not being able to run, well, perhaps life isn’t meant to be lived 
at a sprint.  Many of us race from one appointment to another, checking our 
phones every few minutes, planning tomorrow before we’ve started today. We’re 
busy making a living while forgetting to make a life.  The humble flip-flop won’t 
protect us from many of the hardships of our journey, we’ll get dusty, but we’ll know 
the ground we’ve walked on,  and enjoy that walk best when we’re present in the 
moment, just like a child building a sandcastle.    
May God bless every moment of your Summer.  
With love, Romey



SERVICES AT ST BOTOLPH’S AUGUST 2026 

Sunday services this month at 9.00am .  

Sunday 2nd August   Communion 
9.00am      Led by Romey Poston 

Sunday 9th August   No Service in St Botolph’s 

Sunday 16th August   Home Team Service 
9.00am     Led by Tim and MarMn 

Sunday 23rd August   No Service in St Botolph’s 

Sunday 30th August    No Service in St Botolph’s 
      
  Morning Prayer takes place in the church each Tuesday at 8.30 am. 
The church is open every day between 9.00am and 4.00pm for 
private prayer.  



ASHDON PRIMARY SCHOOL - Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HB - School Office - 01799 
584219 - Website www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk.  Ashdon Primary School is the 
catchment school for Hadstock Village with Essex County Council, currently, 
providing free transport for those children living in Hadstock to attend the 
school.   
The school also has a before- and after-school childcare provision from 8am 
in the morning and until 5:30pm in the evening. 
Visits to the school from Parents and prospective pupils are welcomed 
Ashdon School Head: Ms Reynecke-Reybould 


 

Hadstock Parish Council  
Contact the Parish Clerk Sara Beckett:- Tel:07841343413  
clerk@hadstock.org.uk for agenda details which are also sent out on Hadstock 
Info and put on the Village notice board by the old shop.  ordinary meeting 
Thursday 30th July 19.45,  in the village hall. Details of the agenda are also 
published on the Parish Council section of the village website which is:-
www.hadstock.org.uk


Hadstock Village !Gets Together"#at Pub Nights, the last Friday each 
month 6.00-11.00pm at the Village Hall with a bar, crisps, nibbles and 
sometimes a food truck (watch Hadstock info for details)  
Card machine available for payments (or cash)  

It"s a chance to meet up with your neighbours and friends! 

Next one is on Friday 	31st July 6.00 !til 11.00pm , then August 28thbar 
open as usual.  
Garden available, to use and we Welcome dogs on leads into the 
garden. (Please bring your own bags to clear up after your dog and 

http://www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk/
http://www.hadstock.org.uk


remember to take any bags home with you to dispose of - as there are 
no refuse collections from the hall). Look forward to seeing you with 
your poochy friends.    See you there!   Woof Woof

Art Classes in Hadstock for adults on Tuesday mornings and Friday 
mornings and afternoons in term time; Sundays once a month, and 

children"s"#after-school art during term time on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
summer holiday children’s art camp July 23rd - 31st,  spaces left on 31st. 
Contact soniavilliers@icloud.com


Hadstock Silver Band meets on Tuesday evenings at the Village Hall for 
practice. Contact: John Organ (Chairman) on 07801 072836 
HadstockSilverBand@gmail.com




Hadstock Society – Community, History and Heritage. 
Secretary: Maggie Hartley at hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk




Hadstock Village Hall see Ad in this magazine for how to hire it. And the 
video on the Hadstock Village website – www.hadstock.org.uk -Village 
Hall Hadstock




Bell Ringing practice at St Botolph"s is Thursdays. Contact: Gilbert 
Rowlandson 01223 892882 or Janice Snell 01223 892338 –Listen out




Canasta	 There is a Canasta Group in Hadstock and they are 
playing now, Monday afternoons!	 If you are interested in joining then 
please call Irene on 01223 891 385	 .	 Players and Beginners 
welcome


BIN COLLECTIONS ! – Weds  12th & 26th August for Green &Brown bins and 
Weds 5th and 19th of August for Black & Brown bins. 

mailto:hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk





HADSTOCK FETE DOES IT AGAIN!


If anyone would like to join our small team, please get in touch.  We do 
have fun organising the Fete,Just one more request from us all on the 
Fete Team. We would love to have a few more photos from fete day. If 
you have any photos that you are happy to share, that would be great. 
They can be sent to Hadstockfete@gmail.com 


And finally, 
NEXT YEARS FETE WILL BE ON  SATURDAY 12th JUNE 
2027. We hope to see you there; we raised £6,734 this year!
 Lou, Nick, Lynne and Tor


 


Dear villagers

After seven years of fete news, Parish Council info and pop-up 
pub adverts (not to mention Covid), I am passing hadstockinfo 
into the very capable hands of Jane Jennings. Thank you for all 
your support and a big thank you to Jane for taking over. 

Please continue to send your messages to 
hadstockinfo@gmail.com

Isabel 

The Hadstock 100 Club winners in July are 


16. Sue Walker £25


86. Jude Hannam £25 


mailto:Hadstockfete@gmail.com
mailto:hadstockinfo@gmail.com


You may have noticed the signs as you drive through Abington - 
objecting to the proposed new town Grange Farm.


Here is the location, marked in red.$



Hadstock Pub and Social Evenings
Last Friday of the month (except December)

Hadstock, Village Hall, Church Path, Hadstock CB21 4PH  6.00 pm to 11.00
pm

Nethergate Ales, non-alcoholic and soft drinks, food delivered, talks and
presentations – see our regular adverts on Facebook and Hadstockinfo for details.

Catch up with friends and family or celebrate your special occasion.
Well behaved dogs allowed in the garden

All welcome
Contact Derek Bushell (07971 413355) for further information.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Performance. Creativity. Community. 

2026 Dates for your Diary. 

31
Jul 

HPCAS Annual General Meeting 
6.30pm at the Village Hall pop-up pub 

We will summarise the outcomes in August’s Magazine 

15
Aug 

Macbeth  
by The Whole Pack Theatre Co. 
7pm  Shakespeare meets folk horror  

at St Botolph's Church, Hadstock 

Tickets available 

from Eventbrite 

16
Aug 

As You Like It  
by The Whole Pack Theatre Co. 
4pm Life affirming comedy 

at Fairycroft House, Saffron Walden 

Tickets available 

from Eventbrite 



31 

Oct 

Halloween Party - New 
6pm-8pm at the Village Hall.  

 

Children, accompanied by adults are invited to a party, with spooky fun, 
music, games, food and drink. 

 

Costumes and dancing very much encouraged.  

 

Small Ticket Charge - Details to follow  

 

Dec 

TBC 

Christmas Panto Video Screening - New   
at the Village Hall.  

 

We are planning to screen the video of our 2025 sell-out Rapunzel panto 
during the festive period.  

 

Watch this space. 

 

The Murder Mystery has moved to Spring 2027,  

As we are working on something very special and want to get it right.  

If you would like to join the cast or crew, let us know soon. 

 

To find out more, get involved, or tell us what HPCAS should do next:  

Scan the code below, or contact Nigel 

 

 
hpcasinfo@gmail.com  
 
07899 266531 
 
Our membership is free, and everyone is welcome.  
 
 

 

 



PUBLIC HOUSES IN HADSTOCK THROUGH THE CENTURIES.

A Hadstock Society Article to promote the Hadstock Archive.

There are records of two pubs in Hadstock over the centuries:-

1. THE KING’S HEAD, HADSTOCK — documented as a public house in the 
village’s historical records. 

The King’s Head in Hadstock has a welldocumented sequence of landlords 
stretching from at least 1769 to the 2010’s. The most complete and authoritative list 
comes from the Alehouse Recognizances and trade directories. 

Hadstock Silver Band passing the Kings Head.

Full Timeline of Known Landlords

(All entries sourced from Alehouse Recognizances, census records, Kelly’s/White’s/
Post Office directories and Crocky*.) 

18th Century
1769 — Ann Frances (Alehouse Recognizances)
1772, 1778, 1784 — Christopher Wright
1787 — William Free
Early 19th Century
1801, 1804, 1806 — Sibitha (Tabitha) Adcock
1816 — Sibitha Adcock
1825 — Samuel Free
Mid–Late 19th Century (Hymus Era)
The Hymus/Himus family dominated the pub for decades, often combining the trade 
with wheelwright work.
1845 — 1881 Stephen Himus (Wheelwright & Victualler)



1881 — Lucy Hymus (Licensed Victualler)
Note: 1881 census does not explicitly name the premises, but residents match the 
pub household.
1882 — 1894 Henry Hymus
1894 — 1895 William Stephen Hymus
Turn of the 20th Century
1898 — 1902 Charles Whitmore
1902 — John E. Hendry
1908 — Henry Frost
1912 — George Edward Turner
20th Century (Interwar Period)
1925 — William Henry Burley
1933 — Ernest C. Westhorp
20th Century (Postwar period)
1960s Len Murrray*
1970s Mr & Mrs Crosson*
1975 Sheila Shorter*
1977 Bernard Jones
1980s Richard Giles*
1993-1998 Ian and Mary Cheale*
2001 Chris and Lena Ninns*
2004 Dave Robertson*
2007 Russell Beuken and Sarah Kidman*
2008 John Riley*
2010 (approx.) to 2019 David Taylor
Notes & Context
The long tenure of the Himus/Hymus family suggests the pub was closely tied to the 
village’s wheelwright business.
The building itself is Grade II listed as The Kings Head Inn, Linton Road, (now Kings 
House) confirming its long-standing historic importance. 

2. THE QUEENS HEAD

The Queen’s Head in Hadstock was an early village pub active by the late 
19th–early 20th century, remembered today through local archives, 
photographs, and records of its landlords. 



🏡  Overview and Historical Significance

The Queen’s Head was one of Hadstock’s small number of public houses and
appears frequently in the Hadstock Village Archive, which preserves photographs
and notes about village life. The pub is documented as active in the early 1900s,
with images showing the building and its yard, as well as its landlord at the time,
George Swann.
Although the pub no longer operates today, it forms part of the recorded social
history of Hadstock, representing the era when small rural pubs served as central
meeting places for agricultural workers, local families, and travellers.
Early 1900s operation Photographs from the Hadstock archive show the Queen’s
Head in the early 20th century, including a view from the back of Goldacre in the
1950s, which was once part of the pub’s property.
Landlord: George Swann A named landlord from the early 1900s, George Swann
appears in village records and photographs, indicating the pub’s active role in
community life at that time. 

Location and setting The Queen’s Head stood on Linton Road. This places it
within the historic core of Hadstock, close to other notable village buildings.

• Later history By the mid20th century, the building had ceased operating as a
pub. The 1950s photograph suggests the structure was still recognisable,
though repurposed. The Hadstock archive does not indicate a reopening after
this period.

Role in Village Life
Like many rural Essex pubs, the Queen’s Head would have served as a social hub,
offering a venue for gatherings, local announcements, and informal community
support. The archive’s emphasis on its imagery and its landlord suggests it was a
wellknown fixture in the village’s daily life.
The Queen’s Head is now a private dwelling (Goldacre).
Early Context: Inns and Taverns in Hadstock
Hadstock is a very small parish, historically with only a few hundred residents. In
such villages, it was typical for one main inn to serve as the social, commercial, and
travel hub. Hadstock was once a market town, which supports the likelihood of at
least one established inn serving traders and travellers.



Historical records show that Hadstock had multiple licensed alehouses from at least
the 1600s onward, typically run from ordinary village cottages or farmhouses rather
than purposebuilt pubs. The only longdocumented establishments are the Queens
Head and the King’s Head, which operated for centuries.

Derek Bushell
On behalf of the Hadstock Society
https://hadstock.org.uk/hadstockarchive

Period What existed in
Hadstock? Why we infer this

1500s–
1600s 1–3 alehouses, unnamed Every parish of similar size had them;

licensing laws required registration.

1700s At least one licensed
alehouse

Essex Quarter Sessions records list many
rural alehouses.

1800s The King’s Head (named) Appears in trade directories and census
data.

1900s The King’s Head continues
until late 20th c. Oral history and local directories.

Ale Houses





Sniggles' Cryptic Crossword No.5 

Answers,  and how cryptic clues work 

 

These are the answers to last month’s crossword: 

ACROSS 

1ac  VILLAGE MAGAZINE  In your 
face publication? (7,8) 

8ac  NAILBITER  The French and 
Britain entangled, becomes a nerve-
wracking spectacle (9) 

10ac  NIECE  I hear a French resort 
has a family connection (5) 

11ac  WITNESS STAND  Swearing 
site, where accounts are examined 
(7,5) 

14ac  AIDS  Helps headless 
housekeepers (4) 

15ac  ASPIRATION  Ambition from 
Asian port I revisited (10) 

18ac  PALE ORANGE  Fruit pastel 
colour of peach? (4,6) 

19ac  ONCE  Formerly, key to 
directing traffic disruption (4) 

21ac  AGE OF CONSENT  16, agreed? 
(3,2,7) 

25ac  STEEL  Alloy deal announced 
on radio (5) 

26ac  STRUMPETS  Disparaged 
women, Trump sets out (9) 

27ac  LAST BUT NOT LEAST  The final 
clue is not the worst (4,3,3,5) 

 DOWN 

1dn  VENUE  Rated location 
overlooking the start of street (5) 

2dn  LAIR  Upset storyteller describes 
den of iniquity (4) 

3dn  ALBEIT  Notwithstanding, tie 
with the beginning of blacking up (6) 

4dn  EATEN  Whipped top off, put 
away (5) 

5dn  AMNESIAC  A cinema's 
confusing, forgetful character (8) 

6dn  ITERATIONS  Repeats, not 
necessarily better on next showing 
(10) 

7dn  EVE  The centre of vote 
verification, the day before (4) 

9dn  RUSHING  Hastening, 
comprehensive defeat without a 
leader (7) 

12dn  DANCE  Twist and turn (5) 

13dn  ADULTERERS  Charles and 
Camilla exemplify, elder, Queen 
twice, going South (10) 

14dn  APPRAISAL  Papa goes crazy 
with liars' assessment (9) 

16dn  SLALOMS  Not 
straightforwardly, so small? (7) 

17dn  GOLF CLUB  Up sell kind of 
sandwich, at Royal St. George, for 
example (4,4) 

20dn  ANIMAL  Laminate flooring 
cut then lifted up, to discover a 
mouse maybe? (6) 

22dn  SERCO  Services Company, at 
the centre of Apples corruption (5) 

23dn  UPSET  Restructured 
Foundation turn over (5) 

24dn  MEGA  Huge game replayed 
(4) 

  



 

How cryptic clues work 
Cryptic crosswords are tiny puzzles within puzzles — every clue typically contains both a 
definition (usually at the beginning or end) and a hidden route to the answer.  

Spot the trick and for some, the satisfaction is hard to match.  

 
ANAGRAM 

There is always an indicator word — 
Last month’s indicators included: 
entangled, revisited, confusing, 
upset and crazy. 

e.g. Ambition from Asian port I 
revisited (10) 

Revisited is the indicator.  

ASIAN PORT I rearranged gives 
ASPIRATION.  

Ambition is the definition  

 

HOMOPHONE 

The answer sounds like a different 
word. Last month’s indicators 
included:  I hear and announced on 
radio. 

e.g. I hear a French resort has a 
family connection (5) 

I hear is the indicator. NICE (sounds 
like NIECE.  

Family connection is the definition. 

 

DELETION 

A letter is removed from a word to 
make the answer. Last month’s 
indicators included:  headless, top 
off and overlooking the start of 

e.g. Whipped top off, put away (5) 

Top off means remove the first 
letter. BEATEN (whipped) minus B = 
EATEN.  

Put away is the definition. 

 DOUBLE DEFINITION 

Two separate meanings of the same 
word placed side by side. There is 
no indicator — just two definitions 
sharing one answer. 

e.g. Twist and turn (5) 

The Twist is a DANCE 

A turn on the dancefloor is also a 
DANCE 

 

HIDDEN WORD 

The answer is concealed inside the 
letters of the clue. Indicators: the 
centre of, within, hiding in, some, 
part of. 

e.g. The centre of vote verification, 
the day before (4) 

EVE is hidden inside votE 
VErification. The centre of is the 
indicator.  

The day before is the definition.  

 

CHARADE 

Parts are combined in sequence to 
build the answer. Unlike an 
anagram, the letters are not 
scrambled — they are assembled in 
order. 

e.g. Up sell kind of sandwich, at 
Royal St. George, for example (4,4) 

Up in a down clue means reverse. 
FLOG (sell) reversed = GOLF. CLUB is 
a kind of sandwich. Royal St. George 
is a golf club — the definition. 

  

No.6 coming next month.  

Now you know the tricks — think you can crack it? 



Hadstock Parish Council – May & June Highlights 

The Parish Council met on 15 May 2026 and 25 June 2026 in the Village Hall. Councillors 
noted that recent meetings have occasionally run longer than hoped, and with members 
attending straight from work, late finishes can be tough. The Council will keep working to 
keep discussions focused and manageable. A reminder to all that from September, meetings 
will move to Wednesdays at 7pm. This is due to having access to the Village Hall prior to the 
start of the meetings, giving a better opportunity to prepare and organise for a public 
meeting, and not having to wait outside in the winter! Dates will be confirmed and 
advertised in due course. It was also noted that a Finance and Budget working group would 
be welcomed, to allow councillors to discuss informally and better understand the budget 
process. 

Highways & Reports 

Concerns continue around Walden Road, including drainage problems, verge damage and 
overgrown vegetation. The Clerk will request a meeting with Essex County Council, though 
contact with County Councillor Bo Davis has proved difficult. No updates affecting Hadstock 
were received from the District Councillor in June. 

Governance 

As part of the annual review Hadstock Parish Council considered its membership to what we 
call ‘outside bodies’. This is a description of organisations of which the council are formally 
linked to and those that are directly associated with the village, but in an informal way. For 
the latter village groups, it was felt that rather than appointing individual representatives it 
would be better to engage collectively with village organisations. It was agreed to contact 
them individually to see whether twice-yearly community meetings would be welcomed, 
giving groups a chance to share updates and future plans making it an informative and a 
more sociable way for everyone to stay connected 

Councillors also reviewed governance arrangements for the Sustainable Hadstock Working 
Group. The group was originally set up to bring ideas and recommendations to the Parish 
Council on how best to protect and enhance Hadstock’s environment. Over the last two 
years it has been exceptionally successful, thanks to the energy and leadership of Councillor 
John Lockton, and the many volunteers who have contributed their time and skills. 

Because the group has grown, taken on more projects, and become much more active than 
first anticipated, councillors agreed that its governance now needs updating to reflect this 
success. Revised Terms of Reference are currently being consulted on, and an alternative 
option, for the group to operate independently, is also being explored so that Sustainable 
Hadstock can continue to thrive in a way that works well for both the volunteers and the 
Parish Council. 

 





Unit 103, The EpiCentre, 
Enterprise Way, Haverhill, 

Cambridge, CB9 7LR



Audiology Hse (Cambridge)15 Woolards 

Lane Gt Shelford, Cambs CB22 5LZ 

Tel 01223 661399 Mob 07734 411433 

sarah@ angliahearing.co.uk 

www.angliahearing.co.uk 

♦ Large main hall with stage ♦ Seating for 80 people

♦ Committee Room ♦ Large well-equipped kitchen

♦ Large partly covered patio area with
outdoor furniture for 40 people 

♦ Pretty enclosed garden ♦ Ample parking

For further details and a video of the facilities visit our website:

www.hadstock.org.uk

To book the hall email: Bookings@hadstockvh.org

Have you considered hiring 
The Village Hall?

http://www.hadstock.org.uk/
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