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Beginnings – Editors Page


 
Dear readers Happy New Year 2026!


This is my first HadMag, so bear with me if there are mistakes. 
I’m looking forward to being your editor, and receiving your 
contributions, interesting stories and news.


 
Contacts for the magazine  
Editor and Distribution:	 Sonia Villiers	 Tel 07890509160	 
Please send items for the Mag to  soniavilliers@icloud.com 
Accounts and Advertising	  Tim Boyden 	 Tel 892746	  
t.k.boyden@btinternet.com 
THE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE March MAGAZINE IS:  
THURSDAY 19th February 2026 
-- Disclaimer: 
The views expressed in this magazine are submitted by readers and are not necessarily the 
views of the Editor or the Hadstock Parochial Church Council (PCC), and they cannot accept 
responsibility for goods or services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are 

accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves the right to edit or exclude letters and articles that 

are submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted. 
 
	 	 	




Romey Poston is our vicar for Saffron Walden and 
Villages Team, part of the Diocese of Chelmsford 
Her email address is rev.romeyposton@gmail.com


and phone no. 07565 171582 
 

mailto:t.k.boyden@btinternet.com
mailto:rev.romeyposton@gmail.com


 
   With love, Romey




SERVICES AT ST BOTOLPH!S  
February 2026 
 
Sunday 1st February	 at 9.00am	 Holy Communion 


                                                                   led by Romey Poston 
 
Sunday 15th February	at 10.30am	 Family Service in St. Botolph’s


                                              with pancakes! Led by Tim, Rob and Romey


Martin & Mel 
	 	  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Morning Prayer takes place in the church each Tuesday at 8.30 am. 
The church is open every day between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm for 

private prayer.


The Friends of St Botolph’s Church is a registered charity so 
any donations are eligible for Gift Aid.  
Charity number 1096540. Lou Symes-Thompson, Chair. 


Below, St. Botolph’s on Christmas eve 2025, photo by Laura






Hadstock Magazine – The Way Forward

All of us involved with the magazine in whatever way are 
delighted that Sonia Villiers has come forward to carry on the role 
of Editor of The Hadstock Magazine now that Sue Albrow after 15 
years at the helm has retired. We all would like to congratulate 
and thank Sue for all the effort she has put into gathering, 
compiling, editing, setting out and making ready for printing the 
copy for the monthly editions. 

Looking ahead, we are really fortunate to have someone of 
Sonia’s calibre carrying the torch by bringing to all the subscribers 
articles, announcements, reviews, calls to arms or pleas for help. 
Anything of interest that brings more community awareness to all 
of us in Hadstock. 

Do not hold back; send in copy to soniavilliers@icloud.com on 
anything that is of interest and make it easier for Sonia in her role.

Now that we have secured the future of the Hadstock Magazine I 
would ask that all of you who subscribe please renew at the 
continuing level of £15 for a further year. Payments can be made 
by direct transfer to:

Hadstock Parochial Church Council

20-17-35 A/c: 33700259

Our team will deliver the issues to your door. If you cannot make 
such a transfer please let me know at t.k.boyden@btinternet.com 
with your address included and one of the delivery team will 
collect payment from you when they deliver the next issue.

Thank you for your continuing support.

Tim Boyden 

mailto:soniavilliers@icloud.com
mailto:t.k.boyden@btinternet.com


Hadstock - News, - Events, - Happenings, Reports 
Hadstock Village Hall 100 Club  
January winners  
No.29	  Malcolm Seward	  £25.00 
No.32 Sasha & Reuben Petty	  £25.00 
 
December winners	 


                                        No.38 	 Juliette Handley	               £25.00 
	 	            No.78	 Kara Newcombe               £25.00


                                        No.21 Martin Hannam                      £75.00


                                        No. 90 Nigel Godfrey                        £75.00


                                        November winners


                                        No. 77 Georgina & Richard Canning £25.00


                                        No.89 Gill Eitrem                               £25.00


                                        October winners


                                        No.7 Olly Plumbridge                       £25.00


                                        No. 12 Andrew Gittens                    £25.00





ASHDON PRIMARY SCHOOL - Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HB - School Office - 01799 
584219 - Website www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk.  Ashdon Primary School is 
the catchment school for Hadstock Village with Essex County Council, 
currently, providing free transport for those children living in Hadstock 
to attend the school.   
The school also has a before- and after-school childcare provision from 
8am in the morning and until 5:30pm in the evening. 
Visits to the school from Parents and prospective pupils are welcomed 
Ashdon School Head: Ms Reynecke-Reybould


"

http://www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk/


EVENTS, ACTIVITIES and Fun in 2026




BIN COLLECTIONS – Weds 4th and  18th February for Black &Brown 
bins and Weds 11th and 25th of February for Green & Brown bins. 




Hadstock Parish Council  
Next meeting in the Village hall on Thursday 27th February at 7.45pm 
Contact the Parish Clerk Sara Beckett:- Tel:07841343413 
hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk for agenda details which are 
also sent out on Hadstock Info and put on the Village notice board by 
the old shop. Details of the agenda are also published on the Parish 
Council section of the village website which is:-www.hadstock.org.uk

Hadstock Village #Gets Together!$at Pub Nights, the last Friday each 
month 6.00-11.00pm at the Village Hall with a bar, crisps, nibbles and 
sometimes a food truck (watch Hadstock info for details)  
Card machine available for payments (or cash)  

It!s a chance to meet up with your neighbours and friends! 

Next one is on Friday 	28th Feb 6.00 #til 11.00pm bar open as usual.  
Garden available, to use and we Welcome dogs on leads into the 
garden. (Please bring your own bags to clear up after your dog and 
remember to take any bags home with you to dispose of - as there are 
no refuse collections from the hall). Look forward to seeing you with 
your poochy friends.    See you there!   Woof Woof

Art Classes in Hadstock for adults on Tuesday mornings and Friday 
mornings and afternoons in term time; Sundays once a month, and 

children!s!$after-school art during term time on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
summer holiday children’s art camp  Contact Sonia 07890 509160"

mailto:hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk





Hadstock Silver Band meets on Tuesday evenings at the Village Hall for 
practice. Contact: John Organ (Chairman) on 07801 072836 
HadstockSilverBand@gmail.com




Hadstock Society – Community, History and Heritage. 
Secretary: Maggie Hartley at hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk




Hadstock Village Hall see Ad in this magazine for how to hire it. And the 
video on the Hadstock Village website – www.hadstock.org.uk -Village 
Hall Hadstock




Bell Ringing practice at St Botolph!s is Thursdays. Contact: Gilbert 
Rowlandson 01223 892882 or Janice Snell 01223 892338 –Listen out




Canasta	 There is a Canasta Group in Hadstock and they are 
playing now!	 If you are interested in joining then please call Irene on 
01223 891 385	 .	 Players and Beginners welcome





CLOSE BY Linton Area Learning Alliance (LALA) meets on Tuesday 
mornings in the Village Hall in Linton. Autumn and Spring terms. 
Contact Sue Mudge 01223 892737




Linton and District Historical Soc.  Meets Tuesday evenings Linton 
Village Hall. Monthly. Contact Margaret Creek 01223 893915  
or email:ldhscambs@gmail.com  




mailto:hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk


Hadstock Pub Night News 2026

 
Derek Bushell (derek71246@aol.com/07971 413355 
Friday 27thFebruary 2026 A Sustainable Hadstock Presentation. 
Friday 27th March 2026  A Sustainable Hadstock Presentation planned 

Hadstock Quiz Night Saturday February 21st …SOLD OUT!"

mailto:derek71246@aol.com/07971%20413355


Sustainable Hadstock News





   New copse now planted on the Rec!
On Sat. 15th November, over 20 villagers of all ages braved a 
rather grey day to plant 71 trees for a new mixed deciduous copse 
in a corner of the Rec. 

All the trees are native and great for wildlife: Wild Cherry, Rowan, 
Field Maple, Crab Apple and Hawthorn.

The trees are arranged in a matrix to allow for maintenance, but 
they have been randomly planted for a natural look when mature.

Organised by the Hadstock Green Team, the intrepid planters 
included – Alan, Andrew, Emily, Abdul, Adam, Greg, David, Ian, 
Rick, Susan, David, Derek, Jim, Peter, Susan, John, Brendan, 
James, Daisy, Teddy, Rhonda, Finlay.

Many thanks to all our supporters: trees from The Woodland 
Trust, protection tubes from Laura & Felix, stakes from Essex 
Wildlife Trust and mulch from UDC/Sustainable Hadstock.

Particular thanks to Hadstock’s James Goldthorpe for hand 
crafting the impressive wooden tree labels each with an image of 
the tree species.

Do go and have a look!

Alan Wells & John Lockton for the Green Team 





…….to January 14th 2026!                Cllr John Lockton


For The Sustainable Hadstock Team                                     photo by S Villiers

www.hadstock.org.uk/sustainablehadstock/


 


http://www.hadstock.org.uk/sustainablehadstock/


Linton Library News


It may be cold, dark or raining outside but here in the library you’ll 
always find a warm and friendly welcome. Relax with a jigsaw puzzle, 
find a new author or use our free Wi-Fi. 


2026 is the National Year of Reading (www.goallin.org.uk) and we 
want to encourage everyone to get into reading! Book groups are a great 
way to make new friends, discover new different authors and titles and 
get more enjoyment from reading. Two groups meet at Linton Library 
every third Friday, and the morning group would love to welcome new 
members.


Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups meet on Friday 20th, one at 
10.30am and the other at 2.30pm.


Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesday mornings 10.30-11am for 0-4 years (term 
time only), followed by Duplo. We would love to see you and your little 
ones there! 

Knit and Natter: every Tuesday, 2pm – 4pm. Bring along any 
craft project you’re working on.

IT Drop In: every Wednesday 5-7pm, knowledgeable volunteers 
are here to offer help with Information Technology

Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday 2-4pm. Come and meet new 
people, board/card games provided or bring your favourite to 
share.

Lego/Duplo: Friday 10-11am, weekly (every 1st, 2nd & 4th Friday). 
Come along and entertain your 0-4 year old. 

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King,   

Community Library Assistants, Linton Library    

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm; Thursday 
2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm     

Customer Services: 0345 045 5225    

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library  

Facebook @CambridgeshireLibraries    

Facebook @CambsLibFamilies    


Instagram @cambslib      


YouTube @CambridgeshireLibraries   


http://www.goallin.org.uk/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgeshireLibraries/
https://www.facebook.com/CambslibFamilies
https://www.instagram.com/cambslib/
https://www.youtube.com/@cambridgeshirelibraries
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                  Rapunzel - The Hadstock Panto! 

 

Not enough photos yet from this glorious production! Please send in pics for 
March HadMag. Lots of money was raised.


The carol singing raised £190 for East Anglia Children’s Hospice and Muscular 
Duchenne’s disease.


The chilli supper raised £358 for village hall funds.


Elf Mail raised £350 for the Rosie NICU.


Babysitting


My name is Belle, I’m 14 and live in Hadstock. I’m available for babysitting in 
the village, and pet feeding while you’re away. Contact 07790776541"



The Tempest 
Hadstock was, judging by the enthusiasm of the 

audience, glad to welcome back the lively and 

talented Whole Pack Theatre Company’s 

production, this time of The Tempest on January 

10th. Shakespeare’s glorious language was framed 

by an entertaining collection of songs, dancing and 

puppetry, with his magic island viewed as the 

haunt of pirates: high art and fun! What luck to 

have professional theatre in our village hall.


Directed and featuring Jessamy James of Hadstock, and featuring Alice Kellar from Linton. 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