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Beginnings - Editors Page

Dear readers Happy New Year 2026!

This is my first HadMag, so bear with me if there are mistakes.
I'm looking forward to being your editor, and receiving your
contributions, interesting stories and news.

Contacts for the magazine

Editor and Distribution:  Sonia Villiers Tel 07890509160
Please send items for the Mag to soniavilliers@icloud.com
Accounts and Advertising Tim Boyden Tel 892746
t.k.boyden@btinternet.com

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE March MAGAZINE IS:
THURSDAY 19th February 2026

-- Disclaimer:

The views expressed in this magazine are submitted by readers and are not necessarily the
views of the Editor or the Hadstock Parochial Church Council (PCC), and they cannot accept
responsibility for goods or services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are

accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves the right to edit or exclude letters and articles that

are submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted.

Romey Poston is our vicar for Saffron Walden and
Villages Team, part of the Diocese of Chelmsford
Her email address is rev.romeyposton@gmail.com

and phone no. 07565 171582


mailto:t.k.boyden@btinternet.com
mailto:rev.romeyposton@gmail.com

Looking for hope when all seems bleak

| saw my first scattering of snowdrops this morning, and my heart leapt. I'd been on
the lookout for some on my daily walks, expecting to see them in a hedgerow or
down by the river, but | came across this little group in a quiet corner of a
churchyard. On a bright, crisp day, not a carpet of them, there were just a few
amidst the gentle stillness of the gravestones. The grass around them was a fresh
green, and there were a few brown leaves about, left over from autumn. | was so
pleased to see them; | love the simplicity of snowdrops, their humility even, and their
purity.

| also admire the courage of snowdrops. Even in the hardest of winters, they bravely
poke their way through the snow and, although this year we can't really claim to have
had a hard winter, they still serve to signal the turning of the seasons. Long before
there is any other sign of Spring, while our landscape is still as stark as the bare
trees, and our boots are caked with gloopy mud, the little snowdrops tell us that the
good earth is beginning to stir into new life, and that Winter’s days are numbered.

| suppose it's because of this that snowdrops have been associated with hope.
Hope, before the hard times have come to an end, hope while it’s still cold, and dark
by teatime.

Apparently, snowdrops are also known as ‘Candlemas Bells’ because (like
Michaelmas Daisies) they flower around the time of a Church Festival. The Festival
of Candlemass marks the time when, at 40 days old, Jesus was taken by his parents
to be ‘Presented’ in The Temple. As they entered, a blind old man called Simeon
somehow recognised who this infant was, and knew that his long wait for the
faithlessness to end was at hand. He felt he could die in peace knowing all would be
well. There are verses in the Bible that record what he said:

“Lord, lettest now thy servant depart in peace; according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation ....”

Word’s that are repeated everyday at the traditional Night Service they call
Compline.

By the time you read this, I'm sure we will be surrounded by snowdrops, and may
they bring you joy, but know that even in the darkest times, there are signs of hope.
Like Simeon, let’s see them in the little things, the modest things, the pure things.
Let’s see them in the people that have the courage to stand up for what is right, even
if they have to push through adversity to do so.

With love, Romey




SERVICES AT ST BOTOLPH’S
February 2026

Sunday 1st February at 9.00am Holy Communion

led by Romey Poston

Sunday 15th Februaryat 10.30am  Family Service in St. Botolph’s
with pancakes! Led by Tim, Rob and Romey

Martin & Mel

Morning Prayer takes place in the church each Tuesday at 8.30 am.
The church is open every day between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm for

private prayer.

The Friends of St Botolph’s Church is a registered charity so
any donations are eligible for Gift Aid.
Charity number 1096540. Lou Symes-Thompson, Chair.

Below, St. Botolph’s on Christmas eve 2025, photo by Laura




The Church and Safeguarding in Hadstock
On Sunday 16th November Janice Snell, the church Safeguarding Officer to

mark Safeguarding Sunday, gave a powerful and thought provoking address on
safeguarding and it is worthy of repeating for the benefit of all of us in the
village. Should Janice’s words prompt any one of you to think of someone or
you yourself, please do not hesitate to speak to her as she suggests. We do hope
you draw something positive from what follows.

sure everyone who walks through our church doors feels safe, respected, and
cared for.

Safeguarding is about preventing harm — physical, emotional, spiritual, and
financial. It’s about being aware of the people around us, especially those who
might be vulnerable. That could be a child, an older person, someone going
through a rough patch, or someone who simply needs a bit of extra kindness.
It’s not just about rules and regulations. It’s about creating a culture — a way of
being — where people feel safe to be themselves. Where no one is overlooked,
and no one is left to struggle alone.

We take concerns seriously and respond with care. We support anyone affected
by harm.
We work hard to make this church a place of safety and respect — not just on

Sundays, but every day. If you ever need to talk, or if something’s worrying
you, please get in touch. My details are in the porch.

Safeguarding isn’t a one-off job It’s something we keep doing, keep learning
about, and keep getting better at.

Let’s be known not just for our church services and unique door, but for being a
church where people feel truly safe and cared for.

We live in a complicated world, but here in Hadstock, we can be a steady
presence with open hearts, and open eyes,

By remaining receptive to ongoing learning, updating our procedures, and
supporting one another in this essential work, we reinforce trust and compassion
within our congregation. Although we operate within a complex world, our role
as members of St Botolph’s calls us to uphold principles of grace, care, and
forgiveness wherever possible. Let us take deliberate and effective action,
guided by our values, to make meaningful improvements—beginning today.

You are invited to read Janice’s full address on the village website at https://
www.hadstock.org.uk/church-welcome/st-botolphs-latest-news/



Hadstock Magazine — The Way Forward

All of us involved with the magazine in whatever way are
delighted that Sonia Villiers has come forward to carry on the role
of Editor of The Hadstock Magazine now that Sue Albrow after 15
years at the helm has retired. We all would like to congratulate
and thank Sue for all the effort she has put into gathering,
compiling, editing, setting out and making ready for printing the
copy for the monthly editions.

Looking ahead, we are really fortunate to have someone of
Sonia’s calibre carrying the torch by bringing to all the subscribers
articles, announcements, reviews, calls to arms or pleas for help.
Anything of interest that brings more community awareness to all
of us in Hadstock.

Do not hold back; send in copy to soniavilliers @icloud.com on
anything that is of interest and make it easier for Sonia in her role.

Now that we have secured the future of the Hadstock Magazine |
would ask that all of you who subscribe please renew at the
continuing level of £15 for a further year. Payments can be made
by direct transfer to:

Hadstock Parochial Church Council
20-17-35 A/c: 33700259

Our team will deliver the issues to your door. If you cannot make
such a transfer please let me know at t.k.boyden@btinternet.com
with your address included and one of the delivery team will
collect payment from you when they deliver the next issue.

Thank you for your continuing support.

Tim Boyden
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H k - News, - Events, - H nings, Repor

Hadstock Village Hall 100 Club
January winners

No.29 Malcolm Seward £25.00
No.32 Sasha & Reuben Petty  £25.00

December winners

No.38  Juliette Handley £25.00
No.78 Kara Newcombe £25.00
No.21 Martin Hannam £75.00
No. 90 Nigel Godfrey £75.00

November winners

No. 77 Georgina & Richard Canning £25.00
No.89 Gill Eitrem £25.00
October winners

No.7 Olly Plumbridge £25.00

No. 12 Andrew Gittens £25.00

ASHDON PRIMARY SCHOOL - Ashdon, Essex CB10 2HB - School Office - 01799
584219 - Website www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk. Ashdon Primary School is
the catchment school for Hadstock Village with Essex County Council,
currently, providing free transport for those children living in Hadstock

to attend the school.

The school also has a before- and after-school childcare provision from
8am in the morning and until 5:30pm in the evening.

Visits to the school from Parents and prospective pupils are welcomed
Ashdon School Head: Ms Reynecke-Reybould



http://www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk/

EVENTS, ACTIVITIES and Fun in 2026

BIN COLLECTIONS — Weds 4th and 18th February for Black &Brown
bins and Weds 11thand 25th of February for Green & Brown bins.

Hadstock Parish Council

Next meeting in the Village hall on Thursday 27th February at 7.45pm
Contact the Parish Clerk Sara Beckett:- Tel:07841343413
hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk for agenda details which are

also sent out on Hadstock Info and put on the Village notice board by
the old shop. Details of the agenda are also published on the Parish
Council section of the village website which is:-www.hadstock.org.uk

the last Friday each
month 6.00-11.00pm at the Village Hall with a bar, crisps, nibbles and
sometimes a food truck (watch Hadstock info for details)
Card machine available for payments (or cash)

It's a chance to meet up with your neighbours and friends!

Next one is on Friday 28th Feb 6.00 ‘til 11.00pm bar open as usual.

Garden available, to use and we Welcome dogs on leads into the
garden. (Please bring your own bags to clear up after your dog and
remember to take any bags home with you to dispose of - as there are
no refuse collections from the hall). Look forward to seeing you with
your poochy friends. See you there! Woof Woof

Art Classes in Hadstock for adults on Tuesday mornings and Friday
mornings and afternoons in term time; Sundays once a month, and

children’s’ after-school art during term time on Tuesdays and Thursdays;
summer holiday children’s art camp Contact Sonia 07890 509160


mailto:hadstockparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Hadstock Silver Band meets on Tuesday evenings at the Village Hall for
practice. Contact: John Organ (Chairman) on 07801 072836
HadstockSilverBand@gmail.com

Hadstock Society — Community, History and Heritage.
Secretary: Maggie Hartley at hadstocksociety21@gmail.co.uk

Hadstock Village Hall see Ad in this magazine for how to hire it. And the
video on the Hadstock Village website — www.hadstock.org.uk -Village
Hall Hadstock

Bell Ringing practice at St Botolph’s is Thursdays. Contact: Gilbert
Rowlandson 01223 892882 or Janice Snell 01223 892338 —Listen out

Canasta There is a Canasta Group in Hadstock and they are
playing now! If you are interested in joining then please call Irene on
01223 891 385 . Players and Beginners welcome

CLOSE BY Linton Area Learning Alliance (LALA) meets on Tuesday
mornings in the Village Hall in Linton. Autumn and Spring terms.
Contact Sue Mudge 01223 892737

Linton and District Historical Soc. Meets Tuesday evenings Linton
Village Hall. Monthly. Contact Margaret Creek 01223 893915
or email:ldhscambs@gmail.com
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Hadstock Pub Night News 2026

Derek Bushell (derek71246@aol.com/07971 413355
Friday 27thFebruary 2026 A Sustainable Hadstock Presentation.
Friday 27th March 2026 A Sustainable Hadstock Presentation planned

Hadstock Quiz Night Saturday February 21st SO LD O UT !

¢

foodbank
(@)

has donated food and cash during 2025. We donated a staggering 596.7kg of food and toiletries last year,
which is amazing for such a small village. It just goes to show how wonderful you all are.

| will continue to hold a raffle at the community pub each month (prizes are always gratefully received) and |
have a bin on my drive for any donations.

As a reminder, a usual food parcel would include:

Tinned goods: soup, baked beans, pasta meals, tomatoes, vegetables, potatoes, pulses, meat, fish, fruit,
custard, rice pudding.

Jars: pasta & cooking sauce.

Dried goods: rice, pasta, noodles, instant meals.

Long life milk, breakfast cereals, oats, tea, coffee, squash, fruit juice, biscuits.

Toiletries: toilet rolls, soap, body wash, shampoo, sanitary products, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving foam,
deodorant, wipes.

Cleaning: antibacterial spray, washing up liquid.

Children: nappies, baby food

Cat and dog food.

| am also looking for ‘bags for life’.
Thanks again to you lovely people.
Lynne Smith

4 Moules Lane
07707766197
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Sustainable Hadstock News

New copse now planted on the Rec!

On Sat. 15" November, over 20 villagers of all ages braved a
rather grey day to plant 71 trees for a new mixed deciduous copse
in a corner of the Rec.

All the trees are native and great for wildlife: Wild Cherry, Rowan,
Field Maple, Crab Apple and Hawthorn.

The trees are arranged in a matrix to allow for maintenance, but
they have been randomly planted for a natural look when mature.

Organised by the Hadstock Green Team, the intrepid planters

included — Alan, Andrew, Emily, Abdul, Adam, Greg, David, lan,
Rick, Susan, David, Derek, Jim, Peter, Susan, John, Brendan,

James, Daisy, Teddy, Rhonda, Finlay.

Many thanks to all our supporters: trees from The Woodland
Trust, protection tubes from Laura & Felix, stakes from Essex
Wildlife Trust and mulch from UDC/Sustainable Hadstock.

Particular thanks to Hadstock’s James Goldthorpe for hand
crafting the impressive wooden tree labels each with an image of
the tree species.

Do go and have a look!

Alan Wells & John Lockton for the Green Team



... from 10am

To 3pm...




....... to January 14th 2026! Clir John Lockton

For The Sustainable Hadstock Team photo by S Villiers
www.hadstock.org.uk/sustainablehadstock/

Kindling wood for sale

In aid of The Red Cross

Suggested donation £2 per bag
4 Moules Lane, Hadstock
Happy to deliver

Lynne & Jacob Smith 07707766197


http://www.hadstock.org.uk/sustainablehadstock/

Linton Library News

It may be cold, dark or raining outside but here in the library you’ll
always find a warm and friendly welcome. Relax with a jigsaw puzzle,
find a new author or use our free Wi-Fi.

2026 is the National Year of Reading (www.goallin.org.uk) and we
want to encourage everyone to get into reading! Book groups are a great
way to make new friends, discover new different authors and titles and
get more enjoyment from reading. Two groups meet at Linton Library
every third Friday, and the morning group would love to welcome new
members.

Daylight Readers: Our Book Groups meet on Friday 20th, one at
10.30am and the other at 2.30pm.

Rhythm & Rhyme: Tuesday mornings 10.30-11am for 0-4 years (term
time only), followed by Duplo. We would love to see you and your little
ones there!

Knit and Natter: every Tuesday, 2pm - 4pm. Bring along any
craft project you're working on.

IT Drop In: every Wednesday 5-7pm, knowledgeable volunteers
are here to offer help with Information Technology

Games Afternoon: weekly, Thursday 2-4pm. Come and meet new
people, board/card games provided or bring your favourite to
share.

Lego/Duplo: Friday 10-11am, weekly (every 1st, 2nd & 4th Friday).
Come along and entertain your 0-4 year old.

Vicky Anandraj and Ann King,

Community Library Assistants, Linton Library

Opening hours: Tuesday 10am-5pm; Wednesday 4-7pm; Thursday
2-5pm; Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-1pm

Customer Services: 0345 045 5225

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Facebook @CambridgeshireLibraries
Facebook @CambslLibFamilies

Instagram @cambslib

YouTube @CambridgeshireLibraries
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https://www.youtube.com/@cambridgeshirelibraries

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF SAFFRON WALDEN

(International Committee)
ARE HOLDING A

SOUP AND BUDDING LUNCH
Raiging Funds for
g SAND DAMS  Restore
WORLDW' DE Regreen

Thureday 5t March, [2.30 pm
At Hadstock Village Hall, B2 40H

Pleage note - Parking available at the Hall

Cost £1000pp + RAFFLE
For tickete - pleage contact Irene: O1223 891385

"As a technique, sand
dams have probably
been around since
Roman times,”




What we do

Sand Dams Worldwide (formerly Excellent Development) is a registered charitable company that supports some of the
world’s poorest people to transform their own lives through water and soil conservation in drylands. We do this in three ways:

By working with local partners, we support rural communities to gain access to clean water close to their homes and to
invest in sustainable agriculture.

By pioneering sand dams, we promote and support the application of sand dam technology by key stakeholders in
drylands.

¢ By influencing and educating those who can help achieve our vision including — but not limited to — policy makers,
international NGOs, government departments and civil engineering firms.

Our charitable objects

To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and natural environment for the public benefit;
and

To relieve poverty, in particular but not exclusively, by supporting sustainable development* projects; and

* To advance the education of the public in the subjects of sustainable development,
conservation and the relief of poverty, in particular but not exclusively by the undertaking
and dissemination of research.

*Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Our purpose

To support rural communities in dryland areas to gain access to clean water and grow
enough food to eat and sell.

To pioneer the application of sand dam technology as part of an integrated approach to
water security, sustainable development and infrastructure development.

To influence and educate via research, development of manuals and proofs, lobbying and
partnerships such that Sand Dams Worldwide becomes the acknowledged source of
expertise in this area.




Rapunzel - The Hadstock Panto!

Not enough photos yet from this glorious production! Please send in pics for
March HadMag. Lots of money was raised.

The carol singing raised £190 for East Anglia Children’s Hospice and Muscular
Duchenne’s disease.

The chilli supper raised £358 for village hall funds.

EIf Mail raised £350 for the Rosie NICU.

Babysitting

My name is Belle, I'm 14 and live in Hadstock. I'm available for babysitting in
the village, and pet feeding while youre away. Contact 07790776541



The Temfe.ft

Hadstock was, judging by the entbusiasm of the
audience, glad to welcome back the Gively and
talented Whole Pack Theatre company’s
_pros{uction, this time of The "Tempest on January
10th. Shakespeare’s glotious language was framed
by an entertaining collection of songs, dancing and
puppetry, with bis magic isand viewed as the
baunt of pirates: bigh are and fun! what luck to

bave frgﬁsxiona[ theatre in our vi[fage bafl,

Directed and featuring Jessamy James of Hadstock, and featuring Alice Kellar from Linton.
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Recycling & Waste
Did you know that as a village, we now recycle many items that
cannot go into the green bin?
Bins are available at 4 Moules Lane for the following items:

Soft plastics
(plastic wrappers, crisp packets, bubble wrap, film lids, bread &
food bags, etc.)
Batteries
Tablet Blister Packs
Coffee Pods
\(please drain)
Small Electrical ltems
Clothes and other fabric items
(condition not important — please bag)
Light Bulbs
Glasses
Single Use Coffee Cups
Printer Cartridges
Water Filters
ltems to be donated to charity shops (no furniture)
Skip bags and pallets always needed

Contact Lynne Smith on 07707766197 for more information



sparency of the object.

1 AN INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGY CLINIC
BASED IN CAMBRIDGE

Hearing Tests

Ear Wax Removal
wction » Imgati .

Hearing Aids
hearing ad in & matie: of days

Y0-0b

Tinnitus Treatment
T y

gl £AR

Audiology Hse (Cambridge)15 Woolards
Tel 01223 661399 Mob 07734 411433
sarah@ angliahearing.co.uk

www.angliahearing.co.uk

Why not advertise
your business or event

in this space?

<9

\

Contact Tim Boyden on
01223 892746
to discuss

e ———

All Parcels
Cambridge

| UK Next-Day | Same-Day |
I International | UK Pallets |
UK Next Day Delivery
All items collected and delivered the next
day. You can track and trace your
consignments online and everything is

delivered within a 2 hour pre-alerted
timeslot.

Call us on 01223 423 423 or email
admin@apc-cambridge.com or visit
our website at
apc-cambridge.com for details.

HADSTOCK VILLAGE HALL

Large Hall with garden, pergola
and outside seating area.

For details, enquiries and
booking:
www.hadstock.org.uk

and follow link to Village Hall

CB21 4PH

11
LI



ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

=

Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
No Call Out Charge

No Fix No Fee

All Work Fully Guaranteed
10% Senior Citizen Discount
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' @
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For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

07772 111 222

QUALIFIED
PRIVATE CARER

Est 2021
25yrs EXPERIENCE
IN ALL LEVELS OF CARE

NVQs LEVEL 3 & 5,
DBS CHECKED,
COMPETITIVE RATES
Daily visits, Weekly visits
and Sits Available
Support for those with compromised
mobility
Light Housework Incl. Ironing,
Shopping
CONTACT ANNETTE
TEL: 01799 802044 —
Mobile: 07585709376

71
[}

Cleariax

& ACCOUNTING LTD

Quality, friendly accounting
services and taxation advice.

Sole trader and small
company specialist.

Free initial consultation

Unit 5, Lintech Court,
The Grip Industrial Estate, Linton.

t: 01223 772326

e: janine@cleartax.co.uk
www.cleartax.co.uk

This magazine is
printed by

Design & Print
41 High Street
Linton
Tel. 01223 891407
Thank You




Scan the left QR code to access the Answers. Scan the right QR code for Explanations
(and to learn more about cryptic clue construction).

Across

b 1. Confess to knocking over the coffee (5,3,5)
8. Phone company accepts cuts to provide cover (7)
10. Could be the beginning or end, it's fluid (7)
11. Hopes: Read Microsoft's brief, incorrectly (6)
ﬂ 13. Rather resign with energy, agreed? (5)
14. Allow ample time inside for solving (3)
15. WS91 cocktail choice? (5)
16. Fund that avoids taking a firm position (5)
19. Sounds like nothing exceptionally inappropriate (7)
21. Old Italian expression that's very brief (4)
22. Confusion around right type of Muppet (4)
23. Slow-acting Dr McCoy? (9)
24. Posh racing venue attire that's rare (5)
27. Fortune of war (3)
29. Capital broadcast within a limited company (5)
30. Scramble scramble, scrambles (8)
31. Outfits that really rise to the occasion (6)

Down

[y

1. Understand bishop's domain (3)

2. Not 100% of Billingsgate fish is fresh (3)

3. Exploration, when deception is banned in debates (5)

4. Kind of stroke, animal gets right almost immediately (6)
5. A quiet start to night out becomes valuable later (7)

6. Scrutinising awful ratings (7)

7. Month linked with border chaos (6)

9. Butchers value, v. rare coins tossed, in their direction (10)
12. Gin cocktail after goal, that's forward thinking (6)

14. Manufacturing British Leyland Haulage, that's absurd! (9) Comp”ed especia”y
16. Sounds like a greeting that might turn a filly’s head (3)

17. Support a pest in the dock (9) for the HadMag
18. Listen, get the gutter location on shed right! (9)

20. Saints briefly up after score assignations (6)

24. Understood? (2)

25. Vocation advertised within radical left website (4)

26. Instant “porridge” (4)

28. Planet seen when brother turns back (3)
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